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Is Girma innocent or guilty? 

 Read the story about Girma and answer the questions that follow. 

Girma lived in Addis Ababa. Both of his parents had died from AIDS but he had an older 

brother and sister so he lived with them in his parents‟ house. Neither his sister nor his 

brother had completed school because their parents didn‟t have enough money. Nobody 

really knew what Girma‟s brother did for a job but they always seemed to have enough 

money for everything they needed. Girma went to school even though he didn‟t want to. 

His sister told him that his mother wanted him to get a good education so he carried on 

going to school. He never worked very hard and he didn‟t really have any friends but he 

never caused any trouble. 

One day, Girma arrived in school with new clothes and some very cool trainers. “Did you 

win some money?” asked Teshome. “No,” replied Girma, “My brother bought them for me. 

He went to Dubai last week.” 

The next week Girma arrived at school on a shiny new bicycle. “Has your brother been to 

Dubai again?” asked Teshome.  

“No, he went to London,” said Girma. “I might go with him soon.” “Oh, sure,” replied 

Teshome. “And where are you going to get that kind of money from?” “My brother has 

plenty,” said Girma. 

In the following weeks, Girma came to School with a new mobile phone, new school bag, 

more new clothes and even a small computer to play games on. Everyone at school 

wanted to see that. Even the teacher heard about it and asked Girma to show it to her. 

“That‟s fantastic! Did your brother buy it for you?” asked the teacher suspiciously. 
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“Yes,” replied Girma. “He goes to Europe and South America a lot and he always brings 

me back a present.” “Do you know what your brother does for a living?” his teacher asked 

curiously. “He‟s a businessman. He buys and sells things in other countries,” explained 

Girma. “And does he work for a company?” inquired the teacher.“He works for someone 

who lives in Dubai,” answered Girma. “That‟s why he visits him regularly,” he added. 

The following week, Girma wasn‟t at school. The teacher asked Teshome if he had seen 

him. He told her that he had not but that Girma had told him he was going to London for a 

week. 

The following week, Girma came back to school with yet more new clothes and interesting 

things to show the rest of his school mates. His teacher asked him to tell the class all 

about his trip to England and they asked him lots of questions. 

Did you enjoy the flight? Was the food good? Was the weather very cold? Was London 

very different from Addis? Did you go shopping? Is everything very expensive? 

Girma answered all the questions and the class was very excited. “And did you have a big 

suitcase with you?” asked the teacher. “It was quite big.” Said Girma. “I shared it with my 

sister but I carried it. I sat beside her in the front of the plane and my brother had to sit 

beside his boss at the back of the plane. We met him again when we had gone through 

customs.” 

Girma was quite famous at school and all of a sudden he loved going to school. Everyone 

wanted to talk to him and all the children wanted to see all his new things. He had lots of 

new friends! 

Then one morning, as he was in the middle of a math lesson, there was a knock at the 

classroom door and the head teacher walked in. she asked the teacher if Girma could 

come out as someone needed to speak to him. All the class wondered who it was. Perhaps 

it was Girma‟s brother. However, when Girma walked into the head teacher‟s office, it 

wasn‟t his brother who was there, but two plain-clothes detectives and a uniformed 

officer. The officers asked Girma to sit down and proceeded to ask him a lot of questions 

about his brother. They wanted to know if Girma‟s brother had put anything in his 

suitcase when they had gone to London. They showed him a picture and asked him if he 
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had ever seen the men. “Yes,” Girma told them, “That‟s my brother‟s boss and we met that 

man in London.” 

The policemen explained to the head teacher that they had to take Girma to the police 

station. Girma was very frightened. He didn‟t know what was happening. He soon found 

out! When he got the police station, his brother and sister were there. They were all 

questioned individually and finally, the police explained to Girma and his sister what the 

problem was. They told him that their brother had been involved with a gang smuggling 

drugs from South America to Dubai, through Ethiopia and on to London. The police had 

been watching them for a long time and realized that Girma and his sister were being 

used as carriers – they were carrying the drugs so that the customs officers wouldn‟t 

search them. A young boy and a teenage girl look very innocent – nobody would suspect 

them. However, the police had been watching the gang for quite a few months and knew 

what was happening.  

Girma‟s brother was sent to prison and his boss was arrested in Dubai. Girma and his 

sister were free but they decided to move away from Addis because everybody was 

talking about them. 

QUESTIONS: 

1. Who convinced Girma to go to school? Why? 

2. What three facts do you find out about Girma‟s brother in the first paragraph? 

3. Girma didn‟t really have any friends. Why might that be? 

4. Give another word for „cool‟. 

5. How do you think Teshome felt when Girma arrived with his new things? 

6. Why was the teacher suspicious? 

7. How do you think Girma felt towards his brother? 

8. What happened at customs? 

9. What changed about Girma‟s life? Why was that? 

10. How do you think Girma felt when he walked in to the head teacher‟s office? 

11. Why didn‟t the customs officers search Girma‟s suitcase for drugs? 

12. What sentence (punishment) do you think Girma‟s brother receive? 


